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What does the above title suggest? Upon dissection wc recognize the first 
word “forensic,” whose meaning is readily discernible (at least to many 
of us!). However, the second part “molecular biology,” may not be as 
apparent. Molecular Biology is briefly defined as the study of chromo- 
somal ‘genes’ and the functional characteristics they determine. Since 
material in this article will focus on a certain aspect of molecular biology, 
a few introductory concepts will be worth noting at the onset. Recall that 
chromosomal genes are comprised of DNA, the molecule that is the re- 
pository of genetic information and so may be considered the fundamen- 
tal molecule of life. Let’s consider two important implications that can 
be derived from this concept. First, each individual has a genetic construct 
which is entirely unique. Just as no two people have similar fingerprints 
(dermatoglyphics), neither will they have a similar genome. In fact, the 
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Continuation of the 

FORENSIC REVIEW OF JOHN F. KENNEDY 
ASSASSINATION 

Cyril Wecht, M.D., J.D. 

Well, where’s the bullet? Just then information comes in relayed by 
the FBI and a phone call from Dallas that an aide to this man by the name 
of Darrell Thomas in about an hour and a half after the entire presidential 
entourage had left Parkland Hospital was running the elevator, and the 
doctor was trying to get to the Men’s Room there in the basement. The 
corridor was blocked by a couple of stretchers. He went over to move the 
stretcher. He heard a noise on this metallic stretcher and lo and behold 
there was a bullet. “Well”, said these pathologists back at Bethesda, the 
sweat pouring down their heads, the bullet hole in the back, no bullet, and 
three dozen people congregated around there, “we know what happened.” 
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The office of coroner is an 
ancient one, and is said to have 
evolved with the office of the 
sheriff, the two having been 
ordained together to keep the 
peace. In Ohio, the coroner 
can only exercise such powers 
and jurisdiction as are pro- 
vided by statute, basically in 
Chapter 313 of the Ohio Re- 
vise Code (O.R.C.). The du- 
ties are largely ministerial in 
character, though certain du- 
ties are, in a limited sense, 
quasi judicial. A coroner is 
prohibited by O.R.C. 4705.01 
from practicing as an attorney 
at law. 

As used in the O.R.C. “coro- 
ner” means the coroner of the 
county in which death occurs 
or the dead human body is 
found. A coroner is elected 
every four years, those elec- 
tions corresponding lo the na- 
tional presidential selection. 

To be eligible for the office 
of the coroner, a person must 
be a physician who has been 
licensed to practice as a physi- 
cian in Ohio for at least two 
continued on page 4 . 



Ready for this? When the President lay on his back in a supine 
position, they concluded, the pressure applied to the frontof his 
chest for cardiac massage forced the bullet back through the 
same bullet track up through a seven by four (7X4) millimeter 
hole in his skin and gotten into his clothing then and was not 
seen or heard by anybody until it was fortuitously found later 
that afternoon. It’s like, the next timeyou come into Pittsburgh 
to Fort Pill you go in, you go in reverse, you go back, and the 
bullet just goes in and out like that. Forget edema, forget 
hemorrhage, forget everything that just goes like that. Okay. 
Well without they concluded, preliminary autopsy findings 
were submitted to the President, to J. Edgar Hoover, and to 
Admiral Berkley, and they left for the day. 

The next day, about eighteen hours or so later, they did what 
of course any competent forensic pathologist would have done 
in the first instance, certainly in a case like this, and that is, they 
called the doctors at Parkland to find out what they had seen 
and what they had done. I told you that the doctors at Parkland 
had seen a hole in the front of the neck, and I did tell you that 
Humes and Boswell and Finck saw a hole. Well, you don’t 
have to be a forensic pathologist to see a hole in somebody’s 
neck. How did they miss il? Very simple. You nlremly know 
the answer, even i( you didn’t know it before, you’ve already 
got it figured out. It was a superimposed tracheostomy which 
the doctors in Dallas had done when they had ascertained that 
the bullet had ripped through the President’s trachea, they 
reasoned quite logically, why try to close that up and deal with 
that wound and then make another incision for a tracheostomy? 
Let s use it. But they had to expand upon the skin margins in 
order to attach the cuff from the respirator. And so when the 
pathologist did the autopsy that night, being inexperienced in 
forensic pathology, having been instructed not to trace out the 
bullet holes through the back and in the front, and having failed 
to talk with the doctors at Dallas by phone, neverknew — never 
knew that there was a bullet hole in the front of the President’s 
neck! Well, how do you scramble now? The body’s gone. The 
findings have been submitted. It’s the next day. What do you 
do? Well, they said, having been given the information, as you 
and the rest of the world have been given, that Lee Harvey 
Oswald had been apprehended, that he was the sole assassin, 
that he did all of his firing from the Texas Schoolbook Deposi- 
tory, Sixth Floor, Southeast Corridor. They now knew where 
the shots had come from. They said, well, we’ll put it together. 
The hole in the back was entranced. The hole in the front of the 
neck was exiling though we didn’t recognize it, and the bullet 
that had fallen out on the stretcher, which we said last night, 
was from the President’s back, today is now from the 
President’s neck. It was moving through his neck at 2100 feet 
per second. It didn’t strike any bone or cartilage, but when it 
hit (he shirt collar, it slopped. A hell of a fine job of laundering 
by the Chinese laundcrcr, with a tremendous amount of starch 
lhaliisioppcd Uiat bullci right like Uiat and just wentrightdown 
into his shirt, and that s the bullet. Okay. So that look care of 
the situation for the time being. 

Now, lo and behold, much more serious problems were to 
confront them shortly thereafter. Abraham Zapruder, busi- 
nessman from Dallas, had bought a brand new eight millimeter 
Bell Howell camera to take pictures that day. And he was 
standing on the right side in front of the so called grassy knoll 
area, and as it turned out, he did the.best photographic docu- 


mentation of those tragic seconds when the President was shot 
and John Connally was wounded. Life Magazine bought that 
film from Zapruder. I had the opportunity at their invitation to 
study it at their headquarters in New York City in 1966, and 
they did a very nice piece of investigative work. They took the 
film strip which is composed, as you know, of individual 
frames, and they look each frame and blew it up into about an 
eleven by fifteen (11X15) size photograph. In the meantime 
they tested the Bell Howell camera. The FBI people tested it 
too. And they found that the film strip moved through the 
camera at 18.3 frames per second. So now then, if you take 
each frame, you are looking at one- eighteenth second in time. 
You can study the shooting of Kennedy and the wounding of 
Connally at one-eighteenth second intervals. Isn’t that fasci- 
nating? That’s what you can do with this Zapruder film. So 
they had them laid out in a room that was almost as big as this 
on view boxes, like x-ray viewboxes, all flat, and then you just 
went around in sequence. So you look at eighteen pictures and 
you travelled one second a time, and the next eighteen pictures 
and you view second two and so on. Well, in the meantime 
they’d also had the alleged murder weapon. This is a Mannli- 
clici-Caiciiiio, u boll action automatic cuj bine, developed in 
Italy, going into World War II, which anybody will tell you is 
the biggest standing joke among long guns in the world. I 
received all kinds of letters and comments from NR A champi- 
ons and people who know long gum And in western Pennsyl- 
vania you know how many hundreds there are. Invariably 
diere will be somebody around that will tell me— when I was 
in Rome at a medical/legal seminar I remember the first time 
in 1965 and I was talking there with Vesu'Zurin and his 
colleagues, Soviel Marlcy and Calabrase, and we were talking 
about the J.F.K. assassination, they began to smile when I was 
talking about the gun, I said, what are you laughing about? And 
they said, in Italy we have a joke about the Mannlicher- 

Carcano. It’s not intended to be an instrument of war — it’s a 

or a weapon of war, it’s an instrument of love. The Italians will 
tell you that World War II didn’t go so well for them because 
of the Mannlichcr-Carcano. Now that may be a little bit of 
hyperbole, but suffices to say that the weapon stinks. 

Okay. Now this was the alleged murder weapon. They test 
fired it, and they got the best — the best marksman that they 
could find, and they shot in an open field from a platform. Well 
forgetting about accuracy, forgetting about shooting at a 
moving target, it look 2.3 seconds from shot to shot. You shoot, 
you handle the bolt action mechanism, and then you shoot 
again, 2.3 seconds. And nobody was really able to duplicate 
the feat of accuracy which was attributed to Lee Harvey 
Oswald, who, by the way, had flunked his first marksmanship 
test in the U.S. Marines, and who had a barely passing score the 
second time around. Well, but nevertheless, pci hops it could 
have been done. Now they took die test firing of the Mannli- 
chcr-Carcano and they correlated it with the Zapruder film 
looking at when Kennedy was hit and then when Connally was 
hit and then when Kennedy was hit, and there was no way. It 
just didn’t go. It couldn’t fit! Well now, the sweat is pouring 
down. Lee Harvey Oswald is long dead, the conclusions are in, 
there is no question at all, there can be no question, no 
equivocation, hesitation about this at all. The American public 
must know that it was a sole assassin. They can be— they can 
cry and be bereaved over the death of John F. Kennedy, but 
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they must understand that it was a sole assassin, that there was 
no conspiracy. That’s essential to the entire scenario at all 
times. Well, what are you going to do with this tremendous 
problem, this physical incongruity? And that’s when the infa- 
mous single bullet theory was bom. And I always want to give 
credit for it’s creation to it’s author. Now, regrettably, U.S. 
Senator from Pennsylvania, Arlen Specter, then a member of 
the staff. The single bullet theory holds as follows: Designed 
to get over the problems presented by the test firing of the 
weapon and the Zapruder film timing. A bullet hit Kennedy in 
the back at a now upward revised location, by the way, because 
when they had the hole in the front of the neck the next day as 
an exit wound, with Oswald shooting from up there, and a hole 
six inches down, they had a hell of a problem, right? How do 
you get the bullet coming six inches below the shoulder and 
then making a sharp upward U turn to exit the neck here? So 
they simply moved it up. When they gave their testimony in 
March, 1964 before the Warren Commission they said, and I’ll 
show you, in a little bit I’ll show you the sketch. They said that 
the sketch made by them on the night of the autopsy with the 
President’s unclad body on the table in front of them, was not 
meant to really be drawn to scale or anything like it. It’s just 
a rough sketch. And they didn’t really mean for it to be down 
six inches below the shoulder. It was really just up over the 
crest of the shoulder so that they could get themselves a slight 
downward angle from the front of the neck. The Warren 
Commission never challenged them on that. It was all a 
sweetheart arrangement, in and out, let’s get it done with. 
Well, that bullet now, entering at the revised upward location 
on the back, they said, coursed through the President’s neck, 
exited from the front of his neck, re-entered John Connally’s 
back, pierced the right lung collapsing it, went through the right 
fifth rib, destroyed four inches of that bone, exited from the 
front his right chest, re-entered the back of John Connally’s 
right wrist, caused a comminuted fracture to the distal end of 
the radius (remember John Connally was six foot, four (6’4 M ), 
and all the doctors in the room know that the radius gets damn 
big and broad down toward the wrist, especially a guy that size) 
partially severed — almost completely severed the radial nerve, 
exited from the front cf Governor John Connally’s right wrist, 
re-entered John Connally’s left thigh, went down, struck the 
femur, came back out through the same hole through several 
inches of fat, muscle, fascia, and skin, came into John 
Connolly's clothing, and the bullet found on Iho stretcher 
parked in the hospital back on the day of the autopsy, and the 
assassination was now the bullet through John Connally’s left 
thigh. And that’s why the critics call this the “magic bullet 
theory”. It is the most wonderful missile that has ever been 
portrayed in America. Your comic books from your days as 
kids never had bullets that did these kinds of things. And 
moreover, it does then whatever you want it to do. On Friday 
night of the autopsy it was from the back. The next day, 
Saturday, it was from the front. Six months later it was from 
John Connally’s left thigh. Wherever you need it to be from, 
it happily obliges you. Now we didn’t look at that bullet. And 
we’re going to talk a little bit about it in a short time. Well, that 
was the ultimate conclusion. You must understand something. 
The single bullet theory is the sine qua non of Warren Commis- 
sion reports conclusions, vis-a-vis the sole assassin. It’s not a 
matterof, well, I like that evidence, I think some other evidence 
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might have been better, I like his opinion, I like that opinion, 
Uh-huh (No). This is not one of those things. This is not a 
hurry-up discussion today from one of your colleagues. This 
is not preponderance of evidence. This is not possibility, 
probability, reasonable medical certainty. Its not that sort of 
nonsense. You either have a single bullet theory which enables 
you to have a sole assassin, Oswald or someone else. You 
either have it, or if you don’t have it, you can’t have a sole 
assassin. And that’s it. Nobody who knows anything about 
this case argues that The single bullet theory means forgetting 
everything else. And there is a tremendous — tremendous 
amount, but not getting to that from a physical evidentiary 
forensic scientific ballistic standpoint, if you have a single 
bullet theory, you can argue that it might have been possible. 
But if you don’t have a single bullet theory, then nothing else 
really is necessary to shoot down the Warren Commission re- 
port. Let’s look at the slides. I think this would be a good point 
then to get into the slides to show you some of the things that 
you’ll find relevant and which will give you a belter under- 
standing. Should we dim the lights, please? If we can. I don’t 
know if anybody knows where they are. Does anybody know 
where the lights are for this room? (Audience response): “by 
the door”. I apologize, many of my slides are mounted on a 
thick plastic frame, and therefore we were not able to load them 
into the carrousel. The fellows are going to try to hand load 
them, so it may be just a little bit slower. Could you just focus 
that a little please. Yes. Okay. That’s fine to me. All right. I’m 
sorry about the ones... Pardon me? (Audience comment): 
“Higher”. (Response): “Higher? Can you — can you — are you 
able to get that high”? (Audience talking): (Can’t make out 
everything). Urn, can you see — let’s see, the lectern may be in 
the way. (Audience response): “No, I’m okay. I can see 
through. I can see it through... Ha-Ha-Ha”. 

The dotted white line represents the route of the motorcade, 
beginning on your right side, that’s coming down Main Street, 
turning right on Houston and then left on Elm. And you see, 
on the top of the slide, a little bit to the right of the mid portion, 
is the Texas Schoolbook Depository building. And you see 
down toward the left in about the center, you see the grassy 
knoll area, extremely important So that’s the — oh, all right 
thank you. Does this come out? (Response): ‘That’s about as 
far as it goes”. Oh, oh, oh, that — that’s limit. Okay. Well, all 
right. I believe everybody can see that who can see the slide. 
Next please, Tins is iho Texas Schoolbook Depository build- 
ing, and the window at the far right below the top level is the 
southeast comer window from which it is alleged that Oswald 
shot. Next slide please. Oswald, by the way, worked there in 
the Schoolbook Depository, and was seen there calmly drink- 
ing a Coke, a matter of seconds on the second floor afterwards 
by a Dallas police officer who pulled out his gun and chal- 
lenged him. The foreman of the building identified Oswald. 
Oswald never said a word, and then just left with all the other 
employees who were dismissed for the day. This is a frame 
from the Zapruder film. Now it’ll take you a moment to get 
adjusted here. But let me just point out to you that, that is John 
Kennedy with his hand waving, and here is John Connally with 
his hand waving, and their wives are to their respective lefts. 
This is the Slimmons Freeway sign which unfortunately has 
produced a lot of problems in the retrospective analysis, 
Abraham Zapruder had his vision momentarily blocked. It is, 


however, very important to know that that period of time 
behind the Stimmons Freeway sign is less than a second, ninc- 
tenlhs of a second, to be precise. So here they are on the 
Zapruder film going in behind the Stimmons Freeway sign. 
Next please. Here’s the sign itself, and for that brief moment, 
they are oulofsighL Next please. Now here they are coming 
out of the sign. This is Frame 223. John Connally is unhurt. 
You’ll see Kennedy in a moment. And by the way, John 
Connally has repeatedly stated, beginning with the first news 
conference held in the hospital where he was a patient, when 
ho was in good enough condition to talk, the surgery went well, 
he said, then, he said a thousand limes on and off the record 
since then, as has his wife, there’s no question — no doubt in his 
mind, he heard the shot, he heard the President being struck, 
Jackie Kennedy’s exclamation, and he began to turn to ask 
what — to see and to ask, Mrs. Connally looked and turned, he 
had not been shot, and then he turned back again. Next please. 
Here now you see Kennedy coming out from behind the sign, 
his hands going up toward his mouth and throat, and here’s 
John Connally seated in front of Frame 225. Remember, 223 
to 225 we just went two-eighteenths or one-ninth of a second 
traversed in time. Next please. 

Now, look at this frame very very carefully. This is Z-230, 
Zapruder Frame 230. The President, you can see, he’s been 
shot, Mrs. Kennedy — I want you to concentrate on John 
Connally. I want you to look at him, look at his face. That’s 
his Texas stetson hat, big white hat he’s holding. I want you to 
see that hand clutching it. Under the single bullet theory of the 
Warren Commission, under their theory, one and a half sec- 
onds have elapsed, and this man, John Connally, has been shot 
through the chest, the lung’s been perforated, the right fifth rib 
has been pulverized anteriorly, the right wrist has been perfo- 
rated, the radius has been shattered, the radial nerve has been 
almost completely severed, the bullet’s gone into his side, one 
and a half seconds have elapsed, and there hesits. That’s a hell 
of a man, aren’t you sorry you didn’t have him for President, 
Huh? — Huh? A guy like that would know how to deal with the 
Russians, wouldn’t he? Next slide please. Here’s a close-up 
of it, fuzzy, but closer to you. Here is Connally, and here’s that 
same frame, 230. 1 ulso want you to see the relationship. One 
of thecontinuing tricks, when you had a defender of the Warren 
Commission report here, and I was long gone, if you tell 
somebody that — who says, if you talk about the trajectory 
which we’ll get into later on, one of the things he’s going to say 
to you is, well we don’t know how they were seated really at 
all limes. I pointed out before to you, and I want you to see now, 
please note where John Connally is seated in relationship to 
John Kennedy. This is extremely important in tenns of the 
trajectory. Note, that he is not over there to his left, that he is 
down in tandem from John Kennedy. Next please. This is the 
head shot, 313 Zapruder film. His head literally explodes. A 
horrible thing, you can see, especially on the moving film. 
Next please. Here’s the sketch. I’d like to believe that most of 
you as Coroners, if you got this kind of a sketch from a 
pathologist, would probably boot his rear end out of the office, 
so this is on the President of the United Stales. Can you read 
this? Can you see these hieroglyphics and markings, and so 
on? They didn’t have enough paper. They — anyway, please 
note, look, here’s the hole that they sketched in, right here, 
seven by four (7X4) millimeters. That’s the hole from which 


they said first that the bul let had emerged. This was just an old 
scar from a back injury. And then these were — these were 
tubes and this was the tracheostomy as far as they were 
concerned. Notice how they drew it, elliptical in shape. Here 
was the hole in the head that they said was the entrance. And 
notice where they put it. It was exactly four inches down below 
the level of the top of the head. Next please. 

Here’s another sketch directly from their materials. Please 
note the hole where they drew it, right there, and look down 
here. All right, next please. Now here’s a shot of Connally ’s 
wrist. Comminuted fracture. Please note the fragments of 
r metal. Next please. These arc fragments removed from 
Connally ’s wrist. This bullet, 6.5 millimeter copper jacketed 
lead core military type ammunition measuring one and a 
quarter inch in length, and a quarter of an inch in diameter, this 
bullet weighs 162.5 grains and in restored mint condition, 162 
grains. The bullet that was found on the stretcher weighed 
159.8 grains. So we’re told that that bullet which had left 
fragments this size in Connally *s wrist, other pieces of metal in 
Kennedy’s chest, Connally’s chest, and Connally’s thigh, that 
all of those pieces of metal together weighed less than one 
percent of the total weight of the bullet. Next please. 
Here’s a picture of Connally’s femur, and there’s a piece of 
metal there. Next please. Now, let’s logk at the magic bullet. 
This is it. These markings that you see here were made quite 
properly by the FBI that took small— who took small pieces for 
spectrographic analysis. So that’s smooth. These are artifacts 
properly made and recorded. That’s not a problem. I want you 
to look at this bullet. This is it. This is the bullet, according 
to the Warren Commission, which went through both men and 
broke two bones. Next. Here is it’s nose. Here is it’s cone. 
This is the part that struck the bullets. No deformity of any 
kind, none. Next. The only deformity on this bullet is at it’s 
base, a slight indentation from the firing mechanism. Next. 

One of my favorite slides put together by them, the govern- 
ment, and here it is. Now, there were some people with some 
intelligence involved with the Warren Commission. I said, 
Hey, could a bullet do all these things? Maybe we ought to test 
it and sec. So they set up an experiment ut Edgcwood Army 
Arsenul in Maryland in the «••«*?•. ..pring of 1964. And they did 
three things. They got cuuon wadding and they fired a 
Mannlicher-Carcano with 6.5 millimeter ammunition, and 
they got out those bullets from the cotton wadding. Then they 
got goat carcasses and they set them up in such a way as to break 
one rib in a goat to simulate the fracture of Connally’s rib. And 
they got those bullets. There were many in each category. And 
then they got human cadavers, and they set them up to shoot 
through the radius of the human cadaver to simulate the 
fracture of Connally's wrist, and they got those bullets. Okay. 
They, not I, not any other critic, they, the government made 
this composite photo. These two bullets were fired in the 
cotton wadding. That’s all, cotton wadding. Look at their, 
bases. This bullet broke one rib of a goat. And by the way, it’s 
the same ammunition. It looks bigger. It looks different. 
That’s because it’s somewhat flattened and distorted. That’s 
the bullet that broke — these two broke bones of human cadav- 
ers. I want you to look and sec what happened to them . To this 
day, twenty-five years later, I have done everything, in writing 
and verbally, I have used everything from — from pleas with 
tears to sarcasm and everything else conceivable to try to get 
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them to repeat the experiment. They never will. They never 
have. The experiment was repeated. Mr. John Nichols, a 
pathologist, University of Kansas School of Medicine, did this 
experiment somewhat surrepticiously with cadavers, but 
John’s now dead, and it’s pretty well known, and I’m not 
telling stories out of school. John did the experiment And his 
bullets which I saw in the pictures and everything were exactly 
what these show. Now please in mind, this is their picture. 
Here is 399. This bullet, the hero of their scenario broke the rib 
and the radius. Now here’s the bone that broke the rib of a goat, 
and here’s some bones that broke radii. You like that picture? 
When I asked my colleagues, how do they explain all of this 
and so on, well, Oi. me forensic pathology panel of the House 
Committee on assassination, as I was getting ready to testify 
before the Congress, well, bullets do strange things. I’d like 
to see a pathologist — a forensic pathologist give that answer on 
the witness stand someday, when a defense attorney is asking 
him to explain something about a bullet, I’d like to see that 
answer be given. I’ve never heard it given one single time. 
Bullets do strange things. Next please. 

Now, here’s another close-up. Look. Colton wadding only. 
Goat rib only. Human cadaver radius only. And here’s 
Commission Exhibit 399, the stretcher bullet that broke a rib in 
a wrist, which lost less than one percent of it’s total weight, and 
which emerged without any deformity whatsoever, except this 
is the base from the firing mechanism. That’s the single bullet 
theory. Right down the tube. Next please. And the 
trajectory — the trajectory. I’ve shown you several films and 
slides — several slides from films. This is yet another one. It’s 
not important for you to know the name. This is another one, 
taken from another angle. Again, please note the positions. I 
realize this is not three-dimensional, please note, there’s 
Kennedy, Mrs. Kennedy, Connally, Mrs. Connally, note 
where he is in relationship to the President. You don’t see him 
over here to the left. You’re going to see why I keep stressing 
that so much. Next slide please. Here it is again. Note the 
President, and note John Connally. Next please. Now, here, 
contrary to the Warren Commission, I think all of you in this 
business of medical/legal investigation that you’re engaged in, 
and even those of you who just occasionally drew lines in 
school in art class or whatever, you know about straight lines. 
And you know that bullets travelling 2100 feet per second, 
travel in straight lines. And you know, unless they are 
deflected or deviated by something substantial, they don’t alter 
their course. The speed slows a little. If you line this up, and 
you shoot from the Texas Schoolbook Depository window, 
and you take this bullet moving from behind to the front, from 
right to left, and from up, downward, this is where the bullet 
goes. It misses John Commlly completely. 

You know where John Connally was struck, leaving the 
world of fantasy within the pages of the Warren Commission 
report, John Connally was struck in what we call medically , the 
right posterior axillary area, which means, simply, behind the 
right armpit on the back. So what you have, under the single 
bullet theory, is a bullet moving from back to front, from right 
to left, from up, downward, coming out of Kennedy’s neck, 
hasn’t struck bone, hasn’t struck cartilage, entered at 2100 feet 
per second, down now to what, maybe 1950, 1900, that’s not 
important. It’s coming out, and as it continues to move 
downward and leftward and forward, it stops in mid air and 


makes an acute men, it comes back eighteen inches, stops a 
second time, hits John Connally behind the right armpit, and 
now proceeds downward at a forty-five degree angle of dec- 
lination through his chest, through his wrist, and then some- 
how into his left thigh. That is the single bullet theory, without 
which you cannot have a sole assassin. I think there’s one more 
slide. These are the twenty-six volumes of the Warren Com- 
mission. I just point them out to you because some of you, your 
spouses, are active in your communities and some of you are 
on schools and library committees, please, just as a matter of 
protocol and propriety when you go back to those committees 
and to those schools, make sure that they have these twenty-six 
volumes. If they are, take them from the non-fiction shelves 
and put them down with Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, and 
Gulliver’s Travels. Jim, I think that’s the last slide, right? Jim, 
thank you very much. You’re wasting your time in toxicology. 
That was a magnificent job. Thanks. Turn on the lights please. 

Well, let me just tell you very quickly a few things I believe 
you’ll find fascinating. Oswald had been in the United Stales 
Marines. He was stationed atSubcc Air Base in Japan. This 
was a base, lop CIA base, espionage activities in ilieOiicnt.mul 
so on. Francis Gary Powers took off from there and the U-2 
plane was shot down over Russia. He told the Marines that he 
had to gel out, he had a hardship situation involving his mother, 
that she was critically ill. And in two weeks he got cleared with 
a hardship discharge from the United States Marines. The 
critical illness of his mother consisted of an abrasion of the 
crown of the nose which she had sustained at work when she 
was struck by some object and she missed a half a day at work. 
That was the hardship discharge. Now many of you have been 
in the military. I spent two years. I remember doing a few 
favors or trying to with some people. One did involve me very 
much personally. I can tell you, from a domestic situation 
involving a very unimportant individual, it took one hell of a 
lot of action to United States Congressmen and beyond there 
to try and get that person out on a discharge. A single child — 
an only child of a mother who was somewhat ill, and so. 
Anyway he gets out, he goes back to Texas, very close to his 
mother, and in less than forty-eight hours, he leaves. Doesn’t 
say a word to her where he’s going. He has no money. You 
know what one stripe is for getting in the military in those days. 
It was a joke. He flies commercial to New York and finally to 
Finland and then from Finland, Helsinki, and to Leningrad. By 
the way, when one of the critics checked the flight schedule for 
that time, the official schedule, there was no commercial flight 
flying from Helsinki to Leningrad. When this was brought to 
the attention of the Government, which they never bothered to 
check it out, their answer was, well, you know, schedules 
sometimes aren’t printed properly. That's the way the Govern- 
ment handled the whole thing. For twenty-five years, anything 
that doesn’ t fit is cither ignored or stonewalled or an attempt is 
made to in some way repudiate, reject, embarrass, attack in an 
unharmly fashion, whoever that critic might be that has had the 
audacity to raise a particular point. So he’s over there for a 
couple of years. He tries to join the communist party, suppos- 
edly he’s rebuffed. He marries Marina, who is the niece of a 
high ranking Colonel in the KGB — 

Final episode in the next issue of the 
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